
Skimming and Scanning: Crime Statistics

Skimming refers to looking over a text quickly (without reading it word for word) to get the general idea of what the
text is about. When we skim, we usually:

• read the title and look at any accompanying visuals

• read the beginning and end of an article, ignoring the details

• read just the first sentence of every paragraph

Scanning refers to looking through a text very quickly to find specific details. For example, when we are searching
for a telephone number in a directory, we scan the page for the name of the specific person we are looking for.
When we scan, we usually: 

• have an idea what information we want from the text, and look for content words or visual clues that signal 
that information

• read in blocks of words rather than word by word 

When scanning, some people find it helpful to run their finger down the middle of the text while their eyes move
back and forth to quickly find the information they are looking for.

1� Search the Internet for tips on skimming and scanning. Choose one technique. Demonstrate this
technique to your classmates and have them practise it.

Possible search terms: skimming a text; scanning a text

Vocabulary Building

2 The following terms are from the article about Canadian crime you are about to scan. Each term
refers to a type of crime. List examples for each type and answer the questions below.

• mischief • homicide • fraud 

• break and enter • property crime • counterfeiting currency

• common assault • aggravated assault • abduction

• disturbing the peace • forcible confinement • cannabis possession

1. Which type of crime do you think is most common in Canada?

2. What type of crime do you think is increasing in your community? What gives you this idea?

3. What type of crime do you think is decreasing in your community? Why do you think so? 
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Skimming and Scanning: Crime Statistics (Cont.)

Pre-Reading

3 Below are highlights from a Statistics Canada report on crime rates in Canada. Your instructor will
ask you eight questions. Scan the text to find the information as quickly as possible. 

4 Discuss the following questions.

1. What do you think makes a city or neighbourhood safe?

2. What factors do you think contribute to a decline in crime?

3. What factors do you think contribute to an increase in crime?

CRIME STATISTICS IN CANADA, 2007

Highlights

• In 2007, the national crime rate reached its lowest point in 30 years. Canadian police services
reported a 7 per cent decline in crime, the third consecutive annual decrease.

• There was a drop in virtually all high-volume offences: theft under $5,000, mischief under
$5,000, break and enter, common assault, motor vehicle theft, disturbing the peace, fraud 
and counterfeiting currency.

• Crime rates fell in all provinces and territories except Newfoundland and Labrador, Yukon and
the Northwest Territories.

• Saskatchewan reported the highest provincial crime rate for the tenth year in a row.

• Declines were reported in most of Canada’s nine largest cities. The most substantial decreases
were reported in Kitchener, Montréal and Winnipeg.

• The violent crime rate fell by 3 per cent, marking its lowest point since 1989. The 2007 rates
for homicide, attempted murder, sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault, assault with a
weapon, forcible confinement and abduction declined or remained stable.

• The property crime rate dropped by 8 per cent, reaching its lowest point since 1969. Break and
enters were at their lowest level in 40 years. Motor vehicle thefts declined by 9 per cent in
2007.

• Among the few crimes to increase in 2007 were drug offences and impaired driving. Drug
offences were up 4 per cent, with cannabis possession accounting for most of the increase. 
The rate of impaired driving rose 3 per cent.

• The youth crime rate dropped by 2 per cent in 2007. Most of the declines were in non-violent
offences. Violent crimes committed by youth remained stable.

Adapted from Statistics Canada, Juristat: www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/85-002-x2008007-eng.pdf 
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Skimming and Scanning: Crime Statistics (Cont.)

Comprehension

5 Now read the text carefully. For each statement, circle true or false. 

1. The national crime rate declined in all provinces in 2007. T F

2. There was an increase in rates of aggravated assault and assault with a weapon. T F

3. The crime rate in most of Canada’s major cities declined in 2007. T F

4. Property crimes in Canada were the lowest since 1989. T F

5. The rate of impaired driving offences increased in 2007. T F

6. In 2007, there was an increase in violent crimes committed by youth. T F

6 Scan the text again to find the following.

1. The text mentions four different crime types. Name them and list the crimes for each type. 

2. In the text, there are eight words or phrases (verbs or nouns) that express changes in the crime
rate. List them.

7 Describe the graph below. Write a one- to two-paragraph description comparing or describing
different crime rates, periods of time, or trends. Give possible reasons for the changes over time.

violent crime property crime total criminal code

Data Source: Statistics Canada. Total criminal code refers to crimes addressed by criminal law and excludes rtraffic offences.
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