
Graphs, Tables and Charts: Introduction

Graphs, tables and charts often accompany texts. They can provide an at-a-glance visual presentation of trends 
and changes in data. They are found in newspaper articles and reports, workplace documents and academic texts.
In many different jobs, people are required to use graphs and tables to display or interpret data. 

Three common types of graphs are line, bar and circle graphs.

• Line graphs usually display data that show how something changes over time. The information is organized
along an X-axis (horizontal) and Y-axis (vertical). Typically the x-axis displays time intervals, such as months,
years or decades.

• Bar graphs are a useful way to compare data. The bars represent quantities and can be displayed horizontally
or vertically. 

• Circle graphs (sometimes called pie charts) usually display proportion or percentages. The circle represents 
the whole. The parts of the whole are represented by the pieces of the circle.

The title of a graph usually tells you what the graph represents. The titles of the X- and Y-axis will tell you how 
the data is organized. 

1 In a group, discuss the graphs below. Write a description. Include what the graph is about and how
the information in each graph is displayed.
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Graphs, Tables and Charts: Introduction (Cont.)

2 Write the correct letter on each line to match each word with its meaning. 

1. X-axis a. an amount

2. Y-axis b. going from top to bottom, or vice versa

3. horizontal c. the horizontal axis

4. vertical d. going from left to right

5. quantity e. the vertical axis

6. percentage f. information, numbers or facts 

7. data g. a fraction or a part of 100

3 Read the bar graph and the description of the graph below. Underline the information that is not
consistent with the information the graph displays. 

Most Ontario elementary schools hold fundraising events to raise money. These events include silent
auctions, pizza lunches and bake sales. Schools spend the money they raise on a variety of activities and
school supplies. For example, most Ontario schools raise money for field trips. About three quarters of
Ontario schools fundraise for computers. A minority of schools raise money for sports activities and libraries.
Just under half of Ontario schools raise money for arts and music.
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Source: The Annual Report on Ontario’s Public Schools, 2008, p. 11, People for

Education (with permission)




