
Shoppers Face Future Without Plastic Bags

Pre-Reading

Reading the lead

The first few sentences of a news article are called the lead. The lead usually tells you what the article is about
and provides the key details. It often answers the who, what, where and when questions. The rest of a news article
usually elaborates on the details in the lead. 

1 Look at the headline and the lead of the news article you are going to read. Answer the questions.

1. Write who, what, where and when questions and answer them, based on the lead.
For example: Who is the story about? The story is about Toronto Loblaws stores.

2. Sometimes, readers only read the lead. If they are interested in the story, they will read more. 
Are you interested in this story? Why? 

3. What do you think the rest of the article will be about?

2 Discuss the following questions.

1. When you shop, do you use plastic bags?

2. Do you think retailers should charge for plastic bags? Why? 

3. What are some alternatives to using plastic bags?

Shoppers face future without plastic bags
BY LAURA BELLMAN

Toronto, January 12, 2009

Starting today, Loblaws stores in the Toronto area will begin charging customers five cents per plastic
bag. But Loblaws is just the first. In June 2009, Toronto will require all retailers to follow suit. 
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Reading

3 Discuss the meanings of the words below. Use a dictionary if needed. Then read the following text. 

• landfill • enact • bylaw • retailer

• disincentive • divert • ban

Shoppers face future without plastic bags
BY LAURA BELLMAN

Toronto, January 12, 2009

Starting today, Loblaws stores in the Toronto area will begin charging
customers five cents per plastic bag. But Loblaws is just the first.
In June 2009, Toronto will require all retailers to follow suit. 

The effort is aimed at reducing the city’s dependence on plastic
bags. The reasoning is that if consumers have to pay, they’ll think
twice before taking a retailer’s plastic bag. Toronto is the first major
Canadian city to enact a bylaw that forces retailers to charge
customers for plastic bags. 

Not everyone agrees with the city’s methods for reducing plastic
bag use. “I can’t remember to bring a bag with me every time I
leave the house,” says Toby Snyder, a sales manager interviewed
outside his neighbourhood grocery store last night. “It’s just
inconvenient.” Others think it might give them the push they
need. “I’m fine with the fee,” says Melina Zucco, a student who
grocery shops almost daily. “I try to use cloth bags whenever I
can, but I think the fee might serve as a little reminder.” 

Some environmental groups are critical that the fee isn’t high enough to work as a disincentive. They
point to countries like Ireland, which imposed a fee of about 25 cents in 2002 and has seen the average
number of bags used per person drop from 300 to just 21 bags per year.

While Toronto shoppers might not agree with the pay-per-use system, Toronto is not the first municipality
to take aim at plastic bags. Leaf Rapids, Manitoba banned plastic bags altogether, and the city has the
authority to fine retailers who do not comply with the ban. Many retailers in cities and towns across
Canada have decided voluntarily to charge customers for bags or give a small discount to shoppers who
use their own bags. 

The Toronto bylaw is an attempt to divert plastic bags from landfill sites. Toronto has an environmental
plan to reduce its landfill needs by 70 per cent by 2010. In Ontario, shoppers use an average of three
plastic bags per grocery shopping trip. That’s about 700 million bags used for grocery shopping alone.
Other measures that are included in Toronto’s environmental plan include a ban on retail bags with rope
handles or metal rings by the end of 2009, and a request that retailers provide alternatives to plastic
bags, such as paper bags or cardboard boxes. Only time will tell whether or not the fee works. If not,
stricter measures may be around the corner.
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Vocabulary Building

4 Match the following words from the article with their meanings. Check your answers with a dictionary.

1. reasoning a. something that discourages you from doing something

2. to impose b. to change the direction of something

3. inconvenient c. power

4. disincentive d. something to help you remember things

5. reminder e. something that causes trouble or difficulty

6. authority f. to force someone to do something

7. to divert g. way of thinking

5 The following words have more than one meaning. For each word, find out how it is used 
in the text and circle the correct meaning. 

1. fine (par. 3): a) well; okay b) penalty

2. critical (par. 4): a) dangerous b) have strong feelings against something

3. point (par 4): a) argument b) to refer to something

4. charge (par. 1): a) ask for payment b) accuse 

5. measure(s) (par. 6): a) actions b) find out size

6 Read the article to figure out the meaning of each of the underlined phrases below. Circle the
correct letter. 

1. When you think twice (par. 2), you:

a) don’t know what the right answer is 

b) reconsider something before you do it

c) think again about your past actions 

2. When you say, “time will tell” (par. 6), you mean:

a) let’s wait and see what will happen in the future

b) I need to check the time on my watch

c) it will happen again

3. Something that is around the corner (par. 6) is:

a) in the neighbourhood

b) going to happen soon

c) going around
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4. When you say that something gives you a push (par. 3), you mean that:

a) it pushes you in a crowd

b) it motivates you

c) it gives you the right directions to a place

5. Many stores decided to do something voluntarily (par. 5) means:

a) they will work as volunteers

b) they will take in volunteers

c) they decided to do it without being asked or forced 

6. When you follow suit (par. 1), you:

a) follow someone’s example

b) play cards

c) dress the same way other men do

7 The sentences below contain prepositional collocations from the article. A collocation is two or
more words that often occur together. Fill in the blanks with the correct prepositions. Then find the
same prepositional collocations in the text. 

1. All retailers will have to comply the new bylaw. (par. 5)

2. Many supermarkets have already started charging shoppers plastic bags. (par. 2)

3. The number of store customers using plastic bags has dropped 90 per cent 
50 per cent. (par. 4)

4. Do you think a ban plastic bag use in stores is going to work? (par. 6)

5. There are many alternatives plastic bags used for grocery shopping. (par. 6)

6. We need to reduce the amount of waste we produce 50 per cent. (par. 6)

7. The new bylaw introduced in Toronto is aimed reducing the use of plastic bags. (par. 2)

8 The sentences below come from the article. In your own words, explain what they mean.

1. Toronto is the first major Canadian city to enact a bylaw that forces retailers to charge customers for
plastic bags. (par. 1)

2. It might give them the push they need. (par. 3)

3. Pay-per-use system. (par. 5)

4. Toronto will require all retailers to follow suit. (par. 1)

5. The fee isn’t high enough to work as a disincentive. (par. 4)

6. That’s about 700 million bags used for grocery shopping alone. (par. 6)
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Comprehension

9 Write the correct letter on the lines to match each paragraph with its main idea. Then write one
detail from the article that supports each main idea.

1. paragraph 2 a. Toronto is not the first to address the issue of plastic bag use

2. paragraphs 3 and 4 b. not everyone agrees

3. paragraph 5 c. why Loblaws is doing this 

4. paragraph 6 d. Toronto’s environmental plan

10 Circle true or false.

1. Toronto has a bylaw that requires retailers to charge for plastic bags. T F

2. Plastic bags are banned in another province. T F

3. In Ireland, plastic bag use has risen despite a charge of 25 cents per bag. T F

4. Municipalities do not have the authority to ban plastic bags. T F

5. Environmental groups support the five-cent charge. T F

6. Toronto wants to reduce the number of bags that end up in garbage dumps. T F

Giving Opinions

11 Discuss the following.

1. What do you think about Toronto’s bylaw that requires retailers to charge for plastic bags?

2. Do you think the government should enact laws about plastic bag use?
If so, how do you think these laws should be enforced?

3. Whose responsibility do you think it should be to curb the use of plastic bags: retailers, the
government or consumers? 
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12 Audio 5.1: Listen to the radio talk show. As you listen, check the appropriate box to identify
whether each caller is for or against the Toronto bylaw.

Recording again and record each person’s argument supporting his/her position. Write your opinion.

Supporting arguments for the 
new bylaw

Supporting arguments against 
the new bylaw

Rick
� For 
� Against

Darlene
� For 
� Against

Ed
� For 
� Against

Jane
� For 
� Against

Your opinion
� For 
� Against
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