
Signposting

Signposting (also called signaling) is a technique used in public speaking to alert the audience to the structure of a
presentation. When signposting, a speaker uses words or expressions (signposts) to indicate to the audience where
he/she is in the presentation and where he/she is going to go next. The following are some signposts you could use
in a presentation:

Introducing the subject:

I’d like to begin with …

First, I will …

I’ll start by …

Finishing one subject:

That’s all I have on …

I’ve told you about …

This concludes this part of the presentation …

Starting another subject:

Now I’d like to discuss …

Let’s look at … now.

Next …

Now I am going to move on to …

Giving examples:

For example/instance …

To illustrate this …

A good example of this is …

Ordering: 

Firstly …, secondly …, thirdly …., lastly …

First …, next …, then …, after that …, finally …

Comparing and contrasting:

Let’s compare ….

Moving from one part to another: 

Now that I have explained … I will move on to …

That’s the first example/point … Let me give you another …

1 Audio 5.5: Listen to the presentation on ways to learn vocabulary. As you listen, answer the following
questions by recording the presenter‘s words. In small groups or pairs, compare your answers.

1. How does the speaker try to get listeners’ attention in the introduction? 

2. Record the expressions or signposts the speaker uses in her presentation to introduce new topics or help
listeners follow the order and main points of the presentation. List them in the order you hear them.

3. What does the presenter say to signal the end of her presentation?
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