
Appropriate or Not?

Social conventions refer to the set of behaviours that are considered normal and accepted in social situations.
Social conventions differ from culture to culture. Behaviours that are socially accepted in one culture may be
considered rude in another. Being aware of the common social conventions in a culture can help us avoid offending
others in our social interactions.

In multi-ethnic societies such as Canada, a wide range of socially acceptable behaviors and conventions exists, and
what is considered polite or appropriate can vary from community to community. 

1 In small groups, consider each scenario below. Discuss whether or not you think the behaviour is
appropriate in Canada, and compare the behavior to that of your culture. Discuss the differences. 

1. Nila has made some new friends at work. She invited them over last weekend for a barbecue, and
they had a lot of fun. She decides to invite them again this weekend.

2. Etta and Juan are invited to a barbecue. They are new in the neighbourhood. When they arrive,
their host introduces them to all the neighbours (over 30 people). Both Etta and Juan go around
and shake hands with everybody.

3. Zhiao is invited to a baby shower for a woman she works with. She doesn’t know what to buy, so
she decides to give her colleague a gift card from a department store.

4. Janice invites three families over for a “pot luck” dinner. She asks each of the families to contribute
a dish for the dinner. 

5. Svieta is invited to a friend’s home for a dinner party. She has a wonderful time. The next day she
doesn’t phone or email to thank her hostess.

6. Julio contacts his former LINC teacher and asks if she can give him some private tutoring to help
him improve his writing skills. They arrange to meet at the library. Julio greets his teacher and
kisses her on both cheeks.

7. Jim is invited to a dinner party by a friend. He brings a bottle of wine for the host.

8. Penny looks after her neighbour’s cats when her neighbour is away for the weekend. Penny’s
neighbour gives her a small brass candlestick when she returns to thank Penny for her trouble.
Penny does not feel comfortable accepting the gift and returns it to her neighbour.

9. When Roger passes away from lung cancer at the age of 62, his family requests that mourners 
give donations to the Canadian Cancer Society instead of sending flowers to the family.
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