
Essay Structure

1 Read the essay above and discuss the following questions. 

1. What is the general subject of this essay? 

2. What claims are made in the thesis statement?

3. What is the first supporting paragraph about? How is the topic sentence supported?

4. What is the second supporting paragraph about? What are the supporting details?

5. What is the third supporting paragraph about? How is the topic sentence supported?

6. What transitions are used in this essay? What is the purpose of each?

7. How does the conclusion relate to the introduction?

8. Do you think this essay is well-written? Why or why not?

Sample Essay

Urban sprawl refers to the growth of a city at its outer edges, mainly through low-density, single family homes in
suburban settings. While urban sprawl creates a lifestyle that can be attractive to those who live in the suburbs,
it comes at a big price to society. 

For some families, living in a new housing subdivision on the edge of town is the best of all possible arrangements.
Homes here are close enough to downtown that parents can still drive to work in the city, yet far enough away that
families can afford a big house with lots of land and green play space for the kids, away from endless high-rises
and busy downtown streets. The lure of suburban life has led to urban sprawl in cities all over North America.

But suburban life is car-dependent and affects the environment. Houses are spread out and built on large plots
of land. Shops, community facilities and even schools are far away from where people actually live, so most
people drive everywhere they go. With this spread-out development of suburban areas, public transportation,
such as buses or subways, isn’t usually a realistic option. The heavy car use increases traffic congestion on
roads and highways heading into the city. In addition, pollution from the increased number of cars contributes 
to global warming.

Car dependency resulting from urban sprawl has a negative impact on people’s health. Residents whose lives
revolve around cars don’t get the physical fitness benefits of walking or biking as part of their daily routines, a
trend that leads to higher rates of heart disease and other illnesses. Car-related air pollution can also contribute
to an increase in respiratory problems for people living in suburban and urban areas. 

Finally, the health of the natural environment and animal and plant species is also affected. The loss of farmland,
consumed by suburban development, has negative implications on ecosystems and water supplies. The spread of
concrete and asphalt makes it more difficult to collect clean water through the ground, while the prevalence of oil,
gas and industrial metals increases the risk of contamination. The natural habitats of plants are also threatened.

Cities are trying to limit the negative effects of urban sprawl in a number of ways. Municipalities are enacting
planning policies that encourage higher-density residential development of underused land in the city. They are
also trying to make suburban development more compact, and are incorporating public transportation ideas into
new developments. As population growth continues to focus on urban areas, strong civic and political leadership
will be needed in the areas of transportation, health and environmental policy to ensure the negative effects of
urban sprawl are kept under control.
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Essay Structure (Cont.)

2 Read the following paragraphs. Put them in the correct order so they form a coherent essay. 

Algonquin is a sought-after place for many outdoor activities. In the winter, for instance, visitors
who are keen on cross-country skiing and snowshoeing will not be disappointed. In the summer,
Algonquin is where some of Canada’s best canoeing and camping can be found, as well as fishing
for bass, yellow perch, trout and pike. Furthermore, the very popular wolf howls, which attract
large numbers of visitors, are held weekly every August, weather and wolves permitting.

Captured on canvas by Tom Thomson and other members of the Group of Seven painters,
Algonquin Provincial Park in Ontario is Canada’s first provincial park. It was established in
1893. The park, which is located in central Ontario between Georgian Bay and the Ottawa River,
covers about 7,630 square kilometres and is Ontario’s largest provincial park, with over 2,400
lakes. A number of natural characteristics make Algonquin hugely popular, among them its
diversity of habitats, its wide variety of flora and fauna, and an attractive array of year-round
outdoor activities.

All in all, Algonquin Provincial Park offers a not-to-be-missed natural setting for people who
enjoy the outdoors. Whether they prefer to admire the various plants, catch a glimpse of wildlife,
camp in rugged surroundings, take in an exciting wolf howl or just enjoy a pleasant hike along
one of the trails, Algonquin is one of the best showcases for the natural beauty that Ontario has
to offer. 

Algonquin is home to a staggering number of animals, birds, plants and trees. Although many
mammals such as black bears, moose, porcupines, deer, beaver, flying squirrels and wolves live
around the park’s borders, they can also be found within the park. Besides mammals, there are
birds like herons, loons, and the over-wintering gray jay. Moreover, numerous reptiles and
amphibians, like snakes, turtles, frogs and toads, live in the park. In addition, Algonquin contains
an amazing assortment of trees, such as balsam fir and eastern white cedar, as well as several
kinds of maple, spruce, pine, and ash. Visitors can also find numerous plants like the insect-eating
pitcher plant and the uncommon and beautiful pink lady’s slipper.

To start with, Algonquin’s geographic location provides it with several kinds of natural habitats.
For instance, because it is located in a transition zone between southern deciduous forests and
northern coniferous forests, Algonquin contains both leafy trees and trees with pine-type needles.
On just a short hike, visitors can see maple forest, spruce bogs, beaver ponds, lakes and cliffs.

3 Write a point-form summary of the essay above.
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