
Topic Sentence

The topic sentence is usually the first sentence of a paragraph, and states the main idea of the paragraph. The
topic sentence has a clear focus that tells the reader what the paragraph will be about. It makes a statement that
can be supported with explanations, examples or facts. 

Consider the example below. The topic sentence introduces the topic (Canadian winter weather) and has a clear
focus (poses a number of challenges). From the topic sentence, the reader knows that the paragraph will elaborate
on the number of challenges that winter weather poses for newcomers from tropical climates. 

Topic sentence: Canadian winter weather poses a number of challenges for newcomers from tropical climates. 

Possible supporting details:

• adjusting to snow and low temperatures

• choosing appropriate winter clothing

• driving on snowy and icy roads

1 Identify the focus in each of these topic sentences. For each topic sentence, discuss what you
think the rest of the paragraph would be about. 

1. Fundraising for research into particular diseases can take many forms.

2. The risk of developing cancer can be reduced by changes to your lifestyle.

3. Running the distance of a marathon each day is hard on your body.

2� Search the Internet for information and practice activities on writing a topic sentence. Write three
tips for writing topic sentences. Share your tips in a small group.

Possible search term: topic sentence

3 The topic sentence is missing in each paragraph below. Circle the most effective topic sentence.
Explain your choice. 

1. a. Canada’s Arctic has dark winters, low temperatures and permanently frozen soil.

b. Agriculture is impossible in Canada’s Arctic regions.

c. Canada’s Arctic regions receive only a small amount of sunlight.

The temperatures in the Arctic range between -22 °C and 6 °C. In addition, much of the region has
permafrost (permanently frozen ground) all year. The winters are long and dark, and the short
Arctic summers do not provide enough sunlight for growing crops. It is clear that farming is not
likely to be a successful pursuit in Canada’s north.
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Topic Sentence (Cont.) 

2. a. Vancouver Island’s climate and landscape are unique.

b. There are mountains, farmland and trees on Vancouver Island.

c. Rain plays a key role in determining Vancouver Island’s climate.

Vancouver Island has the most comfortable, temperate climate of any region in Canada. In addition,
Vancouver Island contains both farmland and mountains. Furthermore, its west coast contains the
oldest and tallest trees in Canada. This astounding variety of features makes Vancouver Island one 
of Canada’s most unusual places.

3. a. Niagara Falls and the Bay of Fundy are very famous for their water.

b. Canada’s geography has many superlatives.

c. Canada’s border passes through Niagara Falls at one point.

To begin with, Canada boasts the world's longest undefended and open border. In addition, Hudson
Bay is the world's largest bay. Also, with rises and falls of 20 to 40 feet in some places, Nova Scotia's
Bay of Fundy tides are the highest in the world. Lastly, Niagara Falls has the highest volume of
water in the world. With these and other amazing wonders, Canada is truly a nation of superlatives.

4 Write a suitable topic sentence for each paragraph below. Reading the details and the concluding
sentence can help you to form the topic sentence. Compare your topic sentence with a partner’s.

1.

You can use it by pouring it on pancakes, waffles and cereal. You can also use it to sweeten 
coffee, tea and milkshakes. In addition, you can mix the syrup with butter and use it to glaze
squash, sweet potatoes, or carrots. It is easy to see why a bottle of maple syrup is useful to have 
in the kitchen.

2.

First, ripe grapes are left on the vine after regular harvest. Next, the temperature must be at -8 °C
or colder for at least 24 hours before workers harvest the grapes, usually before sunrise. Then, the
grapes are quickly pressed for their juice. Finally, this juice is fermented slowly to make wine.
Making ice wine is a lot of work, but the tasty results are worth it!

3.

Wild harvested fiddlehead greens are pesticide free. They are nutritious, as they are a very good
source of vitamins A, B and C. Fiddleheads are also easy to cook and tasty. Their unique taste is like
a mixture of asparagus, green beans and broccoli. Clearly, there are many reasons why fiddleheads
are a good vegetable choice!
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